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DOES YOUR PATIENT HAVE A LIFE-LIMITING DISEASE? - Yes 
AND WOULD YOU BE SURPRISED IF THEY WERE TO DIE IN THE NEXT 6-12 MONTHS? - No 

TERMINAL PALLIATIVE CARE PHASE 
Prognosis:                       Last days of life 
Key Clinical Process:     COMFORT CARE 
 

DETERIORATING PALLIATIVE CARE PHASE 
Prognosis:                     Last months - weeks of life 
Key Clinical Process:   CARE CO-ORDINATION & 
                                       MDT CASE CONFERENCING 

STABLE PALLIATIVE CARE PHASE 
Prognosis:                     Last year of life 
Key Clinical Process:   HOLISTIC ASSESSMENT & 
                                       ADVANCE CARE PLANNING 

Complete holistic assessment;  
discuss with Patient / Person Responsible  

and document: 

 Clinical management plan  

 Advance care plan 

Continue patient centred clinical management 

Regular clinical reassessment for 
general indicators of deteriorating health 

and clinical indicators of progressive disease 

MDT Case Conference to review: 

 Clinical management plan  

 Advance care planning decisions 

Regular clinical reassessment 

Clinical 
improvement 

Transition to comfort care in last days of life 
 

(Last Days of Life Toolkit  
OR  

Residential Aged Care End of Life Care Pathway) 

Last days of life management plan based on  
clinical condition and 

Patient’s / Person Responsible’s wishes  

Expected 
clinical 

deterioration 

Identify clear management goals of care; 
document and communicate management plan 

 to ensure everyone is working  
to common goals of care 

Close clinical monitoring 

Clinical 
improvement 

Clinical 
improvement 

Death 
Expected 

clinical 
deterioration 
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Adapted from Decision Assist ‘Framework for Palliative Care in Community-Based Aged Care Patients’ (version 5.0)  
And Far West Palliative and End of Life Model of Care: Framework for a Palliative Approach in Residential Aged Care Facilities (version 1.0, Feb 2016) 
 

UNSTABLE 
PHASE 

Potentially 
reversible  

clinical 
deterioration 

 

Urgent review  
& management 
(AMBER Care Bundle) 

BEREAVEMENT 
PHASE 

Clinical 
stabilisation 

UNSTABLE 
PHASE 

Potentially 
reversible  

clinical 
deterioration 

 

Urgent review  
& management 
(AMBER Care Bundle) 


